
THE ADVENTURES OF BUDDY WILLIAMS 
SummerWild: Comic Strips 

 
 
Summary 
 
Students create their own comic strip versions of parts of the novel using templates. In 
doing so, students practice writing and represent their comprehension of the narrative. 
 
Materials Needed 
 
Sample comic strip, comic book or graphic novel; comic strip templates (provided here 
and available online); pencil; eraser. Optional: art supplies for adding colour. 
 
Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
 
Students will: 
 

 demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas, events, or themes of a variety 
of novels, stories, poetry, other print material, and electronic media 

 organize details and information about material they have read, heard, or viewed 
using a variety of written or graphic forms 

 paraphrase and summarize information from print and non-print sources 
 compare the themes, purposes, and appeal of different communications 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 
comic book, comic strip, cartoon, speech bubble, thought bubble, artist, story, edit 
 
Method 
 
Introduction 
Find some comic books, or comic strips from newspapers, or online (e.g. comics.com), 
and bring them into the class. Distribute them to pairs and allow students some time to 
enjoy a few while they develop a sense for the various types and styles. 
 
Presentation 
Explain to students that they will be designing their own comic strips. Show them the 
templates that they will use. Showing students an original sample (completed template) 
to compare with the blank templates is ideal, so students see a finished product. 
 
Instruction: 
One: Explain how a narrative can be told or retold using comic strips. Show how comics 
are read: boxes left to right in rows. Introduce the various types of text that may be 
encountered in a comic: text boxes in the corners for narration; different sizes and 
shapes of bubbles for speech, thought, and exclamation. 



 
 
 

      speech          speech      thought      exclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
Two: Working in pairs, groups or individually, create a storyline for the comic. Give each 
student or group a comic template and explain that they will create a story to fit the 
images and bubbles. As a class, elicit ideas for a model story on the board. Use few 
words (only main points), remembering that comics are mostly pictures and dialogue. 
 
Sample Story Board 

Title: Little Girl Lost 

1. Buddy is supposed to be watching Pearl build her sandcastle. 

2. He feels a sudden need to visit the outhouse. 

3. Once inside, he occupies himself with reading some favourite comics. 

4. After, he visits the kitchen, where Nan asks about Pearl. 

5. Realizing Pearl is nowhere around, Buddy and Nan set out searching. 

6. Buddy defies Nan’s orders and runs to ask for Joe Starblanket’s help. 

7. In the end, they all arrive at Pariseau’s to find Pearl eating ice cream. 

 
Three: As a class, then create dialogue (speech) that tells the same story as the 
storyboard. Use speech and thought bubbles for this. Stress to students that they are 
retelling a part of the novel in their own style, not copying dialogue verbatim. 
 
Four: Each group or student now makes their own draft story, and then creates dialogue 
from it. When finished, they edit and then seek final approval to copy onto the template. 
 
Five: The rest of the lesson should be open-ended and used for production. 
 
Optional: Templates where pictures are already drawn in can be used as an 
introductory task. Students can then write text to match the comic sequence to its 
corresponding part of the novel. In groups or pairs, students can then present their 
results to the class. 
 
Assessment 
 
Presentation 
Students present their comic strips to the class, either as a static art piece or short skit. 
Comics can also be pinned up as a student gallery, where students can enjoy each 
other’s work. A rubric can also be created beforehand for more formal evaluation. 








