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Writer teaches
Kitscoty class via Skype

MEANING
BEHIND THE SAYING
THE

"What is the matter, got
a frog in your throat?"
Medieval physicians believed
that the secretions of a frog
could cure a cough if they
were coated on the throat of
the patient. The frog was
placed in the mouth of the
suffer and remained there until
the physician decided that the
treatment was complete.

Ken Budd (on-screen) teaches a Grade 8 Class at Kitscoty Junior Senior High School as Dave Dumont writes vocabulary words on the
board. -Photo Jacob Morgan
JACOB MORGAN STAFF WRITER

Author Ken Budd describes his
connection with Kitscoty Junior Senior
High School teacher Dave Dumont as
pure serendipity.
It all started during a book tour this
past summer that saw Budd visiting 34
bookstores in 14 different communities
throughout Alberta, Saskatchewan and
B.C. to promote his series, The Adventures of Buddy Williams.
Dumont saw an article about Budd
here in the Lloydminster Source and
decided to go and meet the author at his
stop at the Coles bookstore in LloydMall.
“The manager of the Coles was just so
eager to let me know that this man who
was teaching down the road was going
to come in and talk about maybe using
my novel in his class. He never showed
up,” said Budd.
“But four days later I was at a Chapters
store in east Edmonton and this man
was racing to head out the door with a
book under his arm,” Budd continued.
“He looked at me and his eyes got big
and his mouth got open and he ran over
with his arm stretched out and he said,
‘You’re Ken!’”
The two ended up collaborating to
beam Budd into Dumont’s Grade 8
language arts classroom via Skype for
a series of lessons that took place last
week.
For Budd, who typically has an
aversion to our society’s reliance on
technology, this represented a good way
to use computers for education.
In fact, he was a teacher for 25 years
before retiring to focus on his writing.
“What was interesting is that kids who
are generally reluctant to participate

in class or to even read in class, those
were the kids that really stepped up
and participated in those classes so it’s
a really good chance for them to shine,”
said Dumont.
Dumont was so eager to have Budd
as a guest in his classroom because as a
teacher, he said he tries to “Connect kids
locally to literature, so Ken’s book is set
in North Battleford and it had a lot of
landmarks and setting descriptions that
the kids would be familiar with.”
The lesson plan included vocabulary
words as well as reading and comprehension of Summer Wild, the first novel
in the Buddy Williams series. And Budd
imparted a key piece of advice to the
students: “write what you know.”
Budd is currently living in B.C., but
the prairies will always hold a special
place in his heart.
He was born in North Battleford
and describes his series of novels as a
“fictionalized memoir” of a year during
his childhood there.
“There have been many, many stories
written that focus on coming of age. It
could almost be considered a genre unto
itself,” said Budd. “This is a coming of
age series and it is so important in my
mind for kids to realize that as they
grow up they experience more and more
of real life that isn’t always so kind.”
Set over the course of four seasons that
span the summer of 1953 to the winter of
1954, the story revolves around protagonist Buddy Williams as he and his
friends learn about the ups and downs
of life on the prairies.
Summer Wild and Fall Gently are out
now, and Budd said that Winter Free is
in the hands of his editor and should
hit the bookshelves this summer. He is

working on the final installment, Spring
Rush.
Breaking up the books into seasons has
allowed Budd to emphasize his theme
of “The importance of nature in a child’s
development.”
These days, Budd said that much of
the innocence of life during the ‘50s has
been lost. He hopes that his novels will
inspire kids to get out and enjoy the
great outdoors, like he did when he was
young.
“At 30 below with heavy snow, if it
started to blow that meant blizzard and
blizzard meant outside having fun. We
wouldn’t run to go inside and get out
of it, we’d get dressed up to go out and
play in it,” said Budd.
Some of the events in the book that
are based on Budd’s own experiences
include a scene in Summer Wild where
two boys tragically drown, Buddy’s
fateful water ski crash and a hunting
sequence in Fall Gently.
“The two farm boys that drowned was
my first experience with death,” said
Budd. “And in Fall Gently the hunting
sequence with my granddad was true to
life. I actually at age 11 got to see the last
remaining, what we thought was the last
remaining, flock of whooping cranes at
21 in number. But fortunately they have
come back.”
While the series is targeted towards
the teen and preteen demographic like
the kids in Dumont’s class, he said that
older readers have also found much to
enjoy in his tales of a simpler time.
“I’m getting wonderful reviews from
older people that just happen to pick up
the novel and discover that it takes them
back and that they fall in love with their
own memories from that time,” he said.
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A sincere thank you to all that
attended (Dad’s) John Tingleys
induction ceremony Monday, to
Ken Kay for presenting such a
wonderful tribute, Corinne for the
organization and power point, and
the exhibition association for
providing an incredible supper and
lovely ceremony. We were all so
very proud.
Jack and Sharon
Tingley & family
Helen and Bob
Ambler & family
Donna and Scott
Eichel & family
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